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SUB J : GAO REVIEW OF US ACTIVITIES IN LAOS 

SUMMARY: TRANSMITTED BELOW IS GAO REQUEST FOR 
DETAILED INFORMATION OF RLAF BONUS PAYMENTS AND 
ANY OTHER INCENTIVE PAYMENTS TO LAO REGULAR AND 
IRREGULAR MILITARY PERSONNEL. ACTION REQUESTED: 
INSTRUCTIONS ON REPLYING TO GAO MEMO. END SUMMARY 

1. FOLLOWING IS QUOTED TEXT OF GAO MEMO DATED 27 JUNE 73 
FROM FAR EAST BRANCH BANGKOK OFFICE SITE SUPERVISOR 
RONALD L. KING TO A/ DCM, SUBJECT: REVIEW OF US ACTIVITIES 
RELATED TO LAOS ( CODE 49212). UNNECESSARY WORDS OMITTED. 

QUOTE PARA ONE OBJECTIVE OF SUBJECT REVIEW IS PROVIDE 
CONGRESS FACTUAL INFO ON EXTENT US INVOLVEMENT AND 
ASSISTANCE IN LAOS- MILITARY AND ECONOMIC. RECENTLY 
ARTICLE IN NEWSPAPER INDICATED RLAF PILOTS WERE BEING PAID 
" COMBAT PAY" FOR MISSIONS NEVER FLOWN. 

PARA BECAUSE OF NATURE AND OBJECTIVE OF REVIEW WHICH WE 
CONDUCTING IN LAOS, WE FEEL OBLIGATED OBTAIN WHATEVER INFO 
AVAILABLE THIS SUBJECT. THEREFORE, IT IS REQUESTED WE BE 
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PROVIDED ANSWERS TO FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

A. WHAT IS JUSTIFICATION FOR THESE PAYMENTS? 

B. HOW LONG HAVE THESE PAYMENTS BEEN MADE? 

C. WHAT IS CRITERIA FOR QUALIFYING FOR THIS EXTRA PAY? 

D. HOW MUCH IS PAY PER MONTH PER PILOT? 

E. WHAT IS TOTAL AMOUNT EXPENDED FOR THIS TYPE PAY, 

BY YEAR, SINCE INCEPTION? 

F. IS PAY STILL GIVEN PILOTS? UNDER SAME NAME? 

PARA WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE RECEIVING SAME INFO ON ANY 
OTHER INCENTIVE- TYPE PAYMENTS TO MILITARY PERSONNEL IN 
LAOS- REGULAR OR IRREGULAR. 

PARA IN ADDITION, AS PART OF OUR REVIEW WE NEED VISIT SOME 
LAO MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS. 

PARA REQUIREMENT ARISES NOT ONLY FROM REVIEW OBJECTIVE 
STATED ABOVE, BUT FROM TWO OTHER SOURCES. FIRST, AS PART OF 
OUR NORMAL REVIEW PROCEDURES, WE MUST FOLLOW- UP ON 
CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN ON PRIOR AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS 
MADE BY OURSELVES AND OTHER AUDIT AGENCIES. IN JAN 71, 

DOD AUDITORS ISSUED AUDIT REPORT CRITICIZING USE AND 
CONDITION OF EQUIPMENT PROVIDED LAO ARMED FORCES. SECOND, 
AND PRIMARY REASON MAKING FIELD VISITS MORE ESSENTIAL, IS 
REQUEST FROM SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREIGN OPERATIONS, SENATE 
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE. IN SENATOR INOUYE' S REPORT ON 
SUBCOMMITTEE DELEGATION RECENT VISIT TO LAOS, SENATOR MADE 
FOLLOWING STATEMENT IN CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
SECTION: 

INNER QUOTE 6. COMMITTEE UNDERSTANDS THAT GAO NOW 
HAS REVIEW UNDERWAY IN LAOS THAT WILL LOOK INTO 
EFFECTIVENESS ALL UNITED STATES PROGRAMS. COMMITTEE 
WELCOMES ANY VIEWS OR RECOMMENDATIONS GAO MAY 
HAVE AT CONCLUSION ITS FIELD REVIEW ON MANAGEMENT 
OF FEOF AND ON USE AND CONDITIONS OF MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE MATERIEL PROVIDED LAOS. END INNER QUOTE. 

PARA OUR WASHINGTON OFFICE DIRECTED US MAKE NECESSARY 
INQUIRIES IN ORDER THAT COMPTROLLER GENERAL CAN RESPOND 
TO SENATOR’ S REQUEST FOR VIEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS WHEN 
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PARA APPRECIATE SENSITIVITY THESE AREAS. THEREFORE, IF FOR 
SOME REASON YOU ARE UNABLE ACCOMMODATE REQUESTS, WOULD 
APPRECIATE BEING ADVISED THIS FACT IN WRITING SO CAN MAKE 
APPROPRIATE COMMENTS IN OUR REPORT. 
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PARA APPRECIATE WHATEVER ASSISTANCE YOU ABLE PROVIDE US 
CONCERNING ABOVE MATTERS. END QUOTE. 

2. WE TOLD GAO REP GRINDEL THAT WE WOULD SEEK 
INSTRUCTIONS AND, IN INTERIM , WOULD FACILITATE 
VISIT TO FORWARD- DEPLOYED FAR ARTILLERY POSITION 
AS HE HAD REQUESTED. ACTION REQUESTED: WASHINGTON 
INSTRUCTIONS ON REPLYING TO GAO MEMO. 

DEAN 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
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